
 u Mordechai Yosef Leiner is also known as the Ishbitzer.

 u He was a rabbinic Chassidic thinker and founder of the Izhbitza-Radzyn dynasty of Chassidic Judaism.

 u He became a disciple of Reb Simcha Bunim of Peshischa where he joined Rabbi Menachem Mendel of 
Kotzk.

 u He was the right-hand man of the Kotzker Rebbe. In 1839 he had a public and dramatic falling out with the 
Kotzker Rebbe. On the day after Simchat Torah that year, he left Kotzk with many of his followers to form 
his own Chassidic circle.

 u His thoughts influenced Reb Tzadok Hakohen, the mussar of Rabbi Isaac Hutner and Rabbi Moshe 
Wolfson. His thought continues to have influence in the twentieth century, especially on Neo-Hasidism, and 
the teachings of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

 u Mei Hashiloach, Rav Mordechai Yosef Leiner’s best known work, is a compilation of his teachings in which 
he expressed the doctrine that all events, including human actions, are absolutely under God’s control. Thus, 
if everything is determined by God, then even sin is done in accordance to God’s will.

 u The publication of Mei Hashiloach was met with controversy and some burned copies of the work. 

Devarim 9:7

Commentary of the Mei HaShiloach on the Above Verse

History of the Split Between Kotzk and Ishbitz

Basic facts about the Ishbitzer

Remember, do not forget, that you provoked God, your 
God, in the Wilderness; from the day you left the land of 
Egypt until your arrival at this place, you have been rebels 
against [lit. “with”] God.

You have been rebels against [lit. “with”] God - Even 
though you are rebelling against God, you are still con-
nected with God.

THE BEGINNING OF THE SPLIT

On Friday night in the fall of 1838, the Kotzker became sick and was bedridden for 9 months.  While he was sick the 
Ishbitzer did something very radical - he began to accept kvitlach.  However, the Talmidim of the Kotzker did not protest.  In 
fact, the Shem M’shmuel asked his father, the Avnei Nazer, why no one rebuked him.  He answered that they chose to remain 
silent because they were concerned that if they rebuked, it would be out of a reeling of jealousy.

Slowly during this time, the Ishbitzer began to grow disenchanted with the way of Kotzk.  The Ishbitzer said that he was a 
talmid of the Kotzker for 7 years.  This is despite the fact that he was actually there for 13 years, for the last 6 years he did not 
really consider himself a talmid.

The Alexanderer Rebbe (one who remained with Kotzk) recounted that he knew the Ishbitzer was not going to stay in Kotzk 
when he once asked the Ishbitzer if there was anything new going on in Kotzk.  When the Ishbitzer said no, the Alexanderer 
Rebbe understood that he would no longer remain there.

ְזֹכר ַאל־ִתְשַכח ֵאת ֲאֶשר־ִהְקַצְפָת ֶאת־ה׳ ֱאֹלֶקיָך ַבִמְדָבר ְלִמן־
ַהּיֹום ֲאֶשר־ָיָצאָת ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ַעד־ֹבֲאֶכם ַעד־ַהָמקֹום ַהֶזה 

ַמְמִרים ֱהִייֶתם ִעם־ה׳.

ממרים הייתם עם ה׳ - היינו: באף שהייתם ממרים, מכל 
מקום הייתם עם ה׳, שהייתם מדובקים ברצון השי״ת.



SUMMER

THE SPLIT

The split actually took place in 1840 during the Yomim Noraim when all the chassdim would come to Kotzk.  There is a lot of 
debate about what happened - what is clear is that after Simchas Torah, the break was complete. 

On the night of Simchas Torah, the Ishbitzer did not leave his hotel to go to the Beis Medrash of the Kotzker.  Instead, the 
Ishbitzer said to get a Torah and have hakafos at the inn.  Every year, usually the Ishbitzer would get the hakafah of Yosef.  
This was the time when the Kotzker was already in hiding. When the time came this year for the hakafah of Yosef, the 
Kotzker ran out and grabbed the Torah from the one who was holding it.  When the Kotzker realized that the person hold 
the Torah was not the Ishbitzer, he gave it back (the Ishbitzer this time was in his hotel).  The Ishbitzer noted that he had a 
sign not to go to Kotzk this year because he accidentally put on his left shoe before his right shoe.

At the beginning of Yom Tov there were a thousand people in Kotzk.  At the end of Yom Tov, 800 left with Ishbitz.  After 
Yom Tov they were dancing with the Ishbitzer. He remain totally silent, obviously very sad. He and the Kotzker had 50 years 
of history together dating back to Tomashov.  However, on the way out the tradition in Kotzk is that 300 people returned.  
After these 300 people returned the Kotzker gathered them together and said no more would be allowed to return.

The Kotzker gathered them all together and explained that we know that Morah Rabcha K’Moreh Shamayim - and there can 
only be one heaven.


